
11

GREAT MIL1
MA Y SHAP1
GREAT Rt

Germans Striking in Confident
Belief Separate Peace

Can Be Won.

FIRM STAND OF SLAVS
MAY SHORTEN THE WAR

Continued Reverses Undoubtedly
Will Hazard Provisional Govern-

ment's Control Over Nation.

.
KAISER PLAYS FOR BIG STAKE

Successes Essential to Preservation
of Present Military Forms and

Keeping Up German Spirits.

BY OLIVER OWEN KITHN.
A great military drama involving the

future welfare «»f not only one, but

many nations, is being enacted on the

northernmost stretches of the eastern

front, where the demoralized Russian

Is seeking to hold in check the victorysatiatedGerman. When there came

from this battle region the news, "The

Germans have forced a crossing of the

Pvina" and "The Teutonic armies have

occupied Riga."' it may be truthfully
stated that a new phase of the war was

ushered in. a period fraught with the

gravest possibilities for Russia and

Germany, as well as all the governmentsarrayed against each other in

the present world conflict. From the

nresent series of operations Germany
can gain much.she can lose much.
Russia may deliver herself and enter

t
Into pathways leading to national securityor she may plunge into deepest
chaos. ©nly to emerge with the stain of

international disgrace and broken

Pledges.
1'non the result of this struggle

which is now proceeding as the result
of the Teutonic intention to forever
eliminate the Russian as a serious considerationin this great world conflict
depends to a large measure the length
of the war. Should the Russian hold
firm and frustrate the Teutonic ambitionto progress into the very heart of
the Slavic nation, then the entente's
chance of bringing the war to an early
conclusion is enhanced a hundredfold.
Should the German continue his successfuldrives to a point where the
Russian revolution is undermined,
wrecked and such chaos ushered in that
there will be no other recourse than to
conclude a separate peace, then the
war must go on and on to lengths unknownor even surmised.

*
* *

Upon German success hinges the veryfateof Germany. The armies of the
kaiser must

Fate of Germany wln if Prpscnt
forms in Ger,Hinges on Success. many are to

remain forever secured. Should Germanylose in her present effort and

continue to suffer reverses on other
battle fronts, as she undoubtedly will,

' the war-weary German people may
then forget the long line of German
victories and achievements in the presentstruggle and decide to call a halt,
re-establish new governmental forms
and forever remove from their daily
life the influence of militaristic policies.The eastern front is the only one

where military effort may be counted
upon to enhance present German governmentalpolicies.
Paradoxical as It may be seem, the

German government has much to gain,
much to lose in the present great effort.The German peoples, if they but
become enlightened, have much to gain
by reverses in this arena, where successesare so counted upon by the government.
In the final analysis it remains for

the Russian to strike the blow which
will undermine such confidence as has
been revived among German people by
most recent events.
Even though demoralized, Russia may

rnalrA tho mava irhi/>Vi ill end

war indirectly through the German people.though it be not a blow illumined
with glories generally surrounding tremendouslysuccessful offensive military
endeavor. Russians have only to hold
firm. But it is the element of doubt as
to Russian ability that heightens the
dramatic in present events.

I *
* *

A few days more than a week ago the
Germans struck toward Riga after
their heavy guns had bombarded the

this important Bal*Germans Follow ,ic *«»port from a

distance. From theTheir Old Plans, southwest in the
legion of Mitau and from the southeast
In th*> region of the famous I'xkull
bridgehead the Germans moved forwardin force. They were following
plans well prepared months and months
*go. even before the von Hindenburg
offensive in 1915 was brought to a halt.
Their objective then was not so importantto the German cause as now. With
things going badly on the Austrian
front, with the steady crumbling of
their lines on the west and fearing an
allied offensive of large proportions on
the Macedonian front, the Germans evidentlydecided that greatest good could
be accomplished for their cause in trie
Riga region.
Advices indicate that during the lone

period of fraternization between the
Russians and Germans in this section,
preceding and during the early days o!
the revolution, the German commanders
ame into desired information as to the

strength of the liussian armies an<:
obtained much needed data as to liussianequipment. There never has beer
much question of the low order of Rus
eian morale in this section of the battle
front, so the Germans were in gooc
position in every respect to strike th«
Russians at any moment. The preseni
being the most important period to th«

» German cause in more respects thar
one. the command to advance was given
As the Germans possibly knew beforehand.Russian resistance all along th<
Dvina was of weakest character, though
some elements of the Russian armj
fought valorously to stem the enemy
The evil effects of German nroiv«-.»n
dist work, however, was keenly felt, foi
some elements in the Russian nrin.ei
refused to fight, evacuating their posi
tions without show of resistance t<
the enemy, thereby making the task o
the loyal forces that much the harder
The position of the Russians at Rig*

became dangerous as the German hosti
swept northward from Uxkull and fron
Mitau and the evacuation of Riga wai
ordered. The Germans have not onl:
taken this important position, but hav*
swept possibly thirty-flve miles eas
and northward, having at recent report;
crossed the river Aa in l^avonia, th<
Russians still failing backward.

If the Russians are merely retiring t<
well prepared positions the fact is ye
to be revealed, though there are man;possibilities to the present situation.

*
* *

It long has been recognized that th<
German armies will Increase their owi
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they must maintain. Hut this dangeris eliminated for the present mo)ment and for some weeks to tome, for.
with the co-operation of the German
fleet in the Haltic communication linen
will he doubly secured so long as the
German left wing keeps in touch with
the Baltic coast and the coast of the
Gulf of Finland.
Were the Russian armies in the best

of condition and were the fact assured
that the Slavic generals soon would rehabilitatethe army to such an extent
that it could once more render really
effective resistance to the enemy, then
the present retirement might be con'j sidered an excellent one from a stratec
ical standpoint. it is more than 300
miles from Riga to Petrograd. The

' country lying between these two points
'

is marshy in character and abounds
i in small lakes and other such geo"jgraphical disadvantages that prolonged
German offensive endeavors will be exjtremelyditlicult. The Russian armies

:j might be able to hold Germans with
1 j natural defensive advantages, using
' only a portion of their full strength,

hut iust what deirroe of strensrth the
Russians can be counted on to muster
is problematical.
The Russians, if they were strong,

might continue to fall back with show
of weaknes until they had pulled the
German armies into the very heart of
the rrjarshy regions lyirfg between I'etrogradand Riga and then during the
winter months de; to the enemy one
of the severest blows of the war.
All hope that the Slavs will yet re

organize t<> such an extent that they
will he able to strike this very blow
against Ihe enemy has not yet been
abandoned.
There is a possibility that the loyal

sections of the Russian armies.those
which really have the best interests ol
the nation at heart.will be better able
to cope w itli the Germans on this favorft'ablebattle ground though weaker in

M numbers than they would have on thf
s Dvina. where the character of terrair
e was suitable to German offensive endeavorand where the ranks of the Rus0sian armies were honeycombed witl;
1 sedition, making united front imposVsible.

v
*

e In the loss of Riga the Russians stand

n a chance of losing complete control ol
e the Baltic. A

f Bnssia May Lose 1 a r * e Germar
n . , , ti u; ls reportedControl of Baltic. to be Co-oper«taIna with the army. The Rualan fleet li

\ ON EASTEh
OF ALL BELi
Y ON RUSS
5NA OF WAR.

-.. -'"X'vANGohOO V)

*j~~ ""SOSchov

Vs- / U^OSTAOV /l/{Py,

Y,' NOVOrt*EV»K"\

iSTAOT
y NEVtL/IT

ap^sir,>c>^. / J '

XANOROVSH DISNA^^^^If^
^ eaa&g/ lepel

RAILROADS i

nOBHBBaB BATTLE5 LINE/;
(.frman Mnccrxne*. Shaded area abowt

pected to ntrlke hard In the Immediate

apposed to be aaaemhled.

ARE DRIVING ON.

-JjulDBhLN !i it Wi nrel frfi
[I i n Rh iv ^aWHBHl I B III Q| If (i HI

H \m\ 111Bral M
i, iMnrJT

Me s *.c*«U ^311J*tc\i*selU ([I

some projcrfNN in direction of Tolraino.
h arr locked in deadly conflict for poale.
n* been cut up by the force* of Gen.

said to be in the Gulf of Finland.
Should the Russian fleet, which is a

considerable one in so far as numbers of
war vessels are concerned, sally forth
from the Gulf of Finland it might be
able to prevent continued co-operation
between the German warships and
armies, but this is purely conjectural.
Were the Russian ships equal in numberto the German, there would still
remain doubt that much could be accomplishedby Slavic warships, owing
to the prolonged discontent and numer-
ous upheavals which have prevailed
since the czar was overthrown. The
Bolsheviki elements of Russia.those
which are causing the provisional governmentmore trouble than any others
in adjusting the internal as well as
military situation, have great influence
among the men of the fleet.and only
during the past week an ultimatumj
was sent to the government demanding
the reinstatement of Admiral Verdereffsky.who was removed at the time of
the naval revolt at Kronstadt.
The Russian fleet, in light of past

events and the state of morale prevailingamong its men, can hardly be expectedto render any great aid in the
present crisis, though Russians may be
so aroused during the coming two or
three weeks at the danger which im!pends that the fleet will go forth to
meet the enemy in the Baltic, just as
tlio artnv'^ hnr-L'hnno mo i- K..

and the enemy turned back on every
hand.

*
* *

Should the present state of discontent
continue in the Russian fleet and mutinyprevail, the

r Kussian Fleet t,13k of the Gerx»-n . j niati fleet in enMayBe Destroyed. terinK the Gu|f
of Finland and bottling up, if not de,stroying. Russia's naval power, will be
eksy. Thus, it may be seen, Russia's dan'
per is two-fold as a result of Germany's
sea and land endeavor.
Though there be the keenest interest

as to Russia's ability to make a successfulstand on land and sea, the greatler anxiety is being voiced in entente
r nations over the ability of the Russian
government to withstand the evil efifects of a period of reverse when govternmental as well as economic condi
tionB are far from satisfactory. UndoubtedlyGermany hopes to drive the

' Russians to a separate peace. The Bolishevlkl and Maximalist elements of

IN FRONT
LIGERENTS;
SHOULDERS
Italians Driving Hard, Continueto Undermine Austrian

Military Power.

WITHIN THEIR POWER
TO BREAK THE ENEMY

Further Gains. Carrying Them Over
Mountains, Will Menace

Vienna.

PRESENT BATTLES TERRIBLE

Cadorna's Forces Undoubtedly Strivingto Shatter Teutonic Alliance
by Forcing Enemy to End War.

Russia are said to have openly rejoicedin Petrograd at the German victory- It
Is a fact that these elements, which!
constantly have offered prave menace
to the revolution, continue to spreadtheir pro-German propaganda with such
a degree of success that great anxietyprevails among the allies as the winter
approaches. Russia, owing to her paralyzedlines of communication, undoubtedlywill be forced to undergo the
greatest hardship during the cold
months. Economic difficulties will be
felt greater than at any time duringthe war. With the Germans drivingInto the heart of Russia, monarchists
and other counter revolutionary bodies
undoubtedly will gain strength from
the privations of the people. The provisionalgovernment, whether it be con-atItuted as at present or not. will be
forced to exert extreme measures to
control the situation. Should counter
revolutionists gain an upper hand, then
Germany has a better chance of securinga separate peace.

Confidence in the Russian governmentand peoples is professed in allied capitals.But whether the wiser heads of
Russia will be permitted to rule In the
face of military, as well as economic
adversity remains to be seen. Germany,while she Is striking at Russian armies,also will strike at Russian destinies
through the medium of the well organizeddiscordant elements In Russia.
She will show no let-up until it has
been proven definitely that the Russian
revolution is one that is permanent, one
that.thoroughly aroused to the trickeryof a ruthless Germany.will not
listen to peace despite reverse after
reverse. It may be said that the basic
reason for the present German offensiveis the supreme confidence of Germanrulers and commanders that Rus-
sia can be forced to ask separate peace,
and should the German view be upheldthe war will be prolonged for years.

a *
As one of her terms of peace Germanymay demand economic assistance

from Russia,
Pro-Germans until she has

Would Aid Kaiser. flnl9hed
war with

other enemies. The pro-German ele-
ments and those opposed to the present
revolution, would eagerly treat with
Germany on such terms and aid in
every respect were they in turn permittedto continue in power.which is decidedlydoubtful. At any rate, a strickenRussia will increase the entente's
difficulties on the western front, where
new legions will have to be combated
and where undoubtedly Germany's chief
attention would be centered, in case of
a peace with Russia. Germany would be
securer against allied progress in Macedonia,while the Italians might be
checked in their drives for the veryheart of Austria. Entente armies
would feel the weight of German numbersnow scattered over the entire
thousand-mile eastern front, and undoubtedlytheir task would be so severeas to prolong the struggle indefinitely.ifmilitary events are to decide
who is to emerge victorious in the
present struggle.
These are possibilities. As a matter of

iaci tne nussian provisional government.though still beset with grevious
trials, is dealing with discordant elementswith a strong hand. Monarchist
plots to overthrow the provisional governmentwere, during the past week,
frustrated in the arrest of Grand Duke
Michael Alexandrovitch, Grand Duke
Paul and numerous other followers of
the czar. Everywhere the government
is making an attempt to curb discordantoutbreaks, while serious efforts are
being made to minimize economic trials
as well as rehabilitate the militaryforces of the nation, and not without
some degree of success, though Russia'sfuture remains as problematical
and as subject to varying winds as in
the past. There is no desire to discount
the wishes of the better classes of people.The question is one, purely, as to
whether these better elements can unravelthe tangled skeins of Russia's
destinies in the face of elements which
are striving as vigilantly to keep them
knotted.

* *
With grave internal complications

facing it. the German government un-

doubtedly will
Why the Kaiser continue tosanc-kti a t,on «very effortNeeds Successes. t0 beat down the
Russian bear. The coming reichstag
sessions, should they be not adjourned
immediately, and new elections ordered,as stated last Sunday, offer grave
menace to the kaiser's present scheme
of perpetuating his own power and
present governmental forms. Though
the German people.that is, the enlightenedones.profess to scorn PresidentWilson s reply to Pope Benedict's
[peace proposals, nevertheless this reply
is acting as yeast in German democraticleaven.
Germany, with great economic difficulty,undoubtedly will attempt another

winter of the war. The kaiser is plainlyaware of the danger of democratic
principles growing apace during the
period of greatest economic necessity.Nothing will so strengthen the militaryand pan-German elements q«.

military success. Nothing: will so much
tend to offset the demands for a changeof present forms; nothing will so
strengthen the courage of the German
peoples, who have been forced to suffer
greatest privations, as continued miliItary successes. On the eastern front the(Germans have a chance of accompllshjing things which smack of success. If
they can continue their drives against
the Russians, then the kaiser's present
hold on things will be perpetuated, at
least until another long period of reversessets in.
But. should the German offensive on

the eastern front fail, and should the
fleet suffer reverses, or even should the
armies of the kaiser fail to reach announcedobjectives, such as pressing
on to Petrograd, a feat deemed in ententecapitals unlikely; or should he
fail to bring about a peace with the
Russians at a comparatively early
date, then the restive German peoples
will grow more restless and more antagonisticto Germany's continuing a
struggle which daily grows more futile.It is only a question of time until
this belief in the futility of the present
struggle, already voiced in certain Germanquarters, grows, and it will only
take a ahort period of reverse to spread
It like wildfire.

.

Austria, sorely beset on the Italian
front, needs encouragemsnt at ths prsssentJuncture. It Is possibly argue# In

Berlin that viotor!m over the Russians,
with the hoped-for Russian peace, will
so appease the discordant elements of
Austria-Hungary that further flouting
of German purposes will cease, and that
Austria, by being able to withdraw
her armies from the Russian front, will
be able to devote sole attention to Italy,
with greater and more encouraging results.
Thus It may be seen that the present

battles on the eastern front are farreachingin character. This arena of
war, should the Germans continue their
present drives another fortnight, will
be the center of the world's attention,

s
*

While activities on the northern sectionof the eastern front may beportentousIncharItalian*Striking acter, they possi,. . . bly are not more
at life of Austria. so than the bmt_
ties which have been rasing- for three
weeks In the regions to the cast of
Gorizia. Here Italian armies operating
under the Italian military wizard. Gen.
Cadorna, are striking harder and harderblows against the Austrians and
steady progress Js being made, althoughthe rate of advance is not as

great at the present moment as it was
a week or more ago. But the fact that
the Italians are train in o~ at all in the
face of the almost superhuman endeavorsof Austrian armies to hold
them is the significant feature to be
borne in mind when thinking of the
present situation on the Julian and
Carso fronts.
During the past week the Italians

were reported to have captured San
Gabriele. one of the most Important
Deaks on the whole battle front.
Though they gained tjie summit, they
were forced out of It again and after
regaining it, in a battle lasting night
and day for a period of several, they
lost it again. This conflict, which is
being waged for San Gabriele is one of
the most important as well as terrific
conflicts that has raged at any point
since the war started. It is a hand-tothroatconflict of the bitterest sort, for
upon the taking of this important point
rests the general fate of the present
Italian campaign as well as the future
of Austria.
San Gabriele commands the plateauliketerritory to the east. But thlrtyflvemiles away lies Lubiana. considered

the key to Vienna. Should the Italians
force their way completely through the
Julian Alps, bhe taking of Lubiana:
would be comparatively an easy task;
and the whole scheme of cutting Aus-
tria sway from her allies and forcing
her to sue for a separate peace undoubtedlywould be brought about
within a period of a few months. The
Austrian commander. Gen. Borvevich,
realises this.

*
*

Field Marshal von Arz of Austria is!
said to be at the front, giving personal

supervision to ail

Ausfrians Forced military opera., . ... lions, fio criti-1
to Ask for Aid. cal has the ,itua.

tion become that Austrian leaders have
been compelled to ask for assistance
from Germany, while several Austrian
divisions operating on the eastern front
are declared to have been moved to a

point where the Italians are endangeringthe whole Teutonic cause through
their blows at the Austrian*.
It evidently is the intentiou of Gen.

Cadorna to keep up his blows on the
center or me Austrian nne, to me east
and southeast of Gorizia. Through the
Chiapovano valley lies the road to
Vienna. Furthermore, the Italians have
it within their power, by continued
achievements in this particular region,
to drive a wedge Isolating the Austrian
armies operating in the defense of
Triest on the Carso front and those
operating on the northernmost section
of the Julian front, in the region of
Tolmino.
All advices from the Italian arena indicatethat the Austrians were completelytaken aback by the force of the

Italian effort. They have lost in the
neighborhood of 140,000 men during
the past three weeks, while untold numberof guns of large caliber have fallen
into the hands of Cadorna's men. Stores
have been taken in unlimited quantities
because the Austrians were unable to
destroy them for the lack of time.
Cadorna is today striking the hardest

blows being delivered by entente armies.He has it within his power by
continued successful effort to force
Austria to her knees, and a stricken
Austria will mean a complete collapse
of the Germanic alliance. A beaten
Austria will mean a revived Russia, for
the problems of the Slav will be reducedand chance given for necessary
reconstruction.

*
* *

Only through the purported plan of
the German armies to withdraw their

lines on a 200GermansMay mlle front in
. -I, , Flanders did
Retire in Flanders. t h e western

front loom up during the week just
closed. It is said to be the German intentionto withdraw to the CourtraiThouroutline, the civilian population
peing movea duck, it pohsidiv i» plannedby the Germans to unleash the
River Scheldt and flood the Flanders
lowlands to prevent further entente offensives.but, of course, the whole
matter is conjectural.
The French and British armies have

been practically idle for the past week
or so. except on the Aisne front, where
the armies of Gen. Petain have forced
back several German attacks and where
a few isolated sections of German
trenches have been taken. The Canadianshave drawn a few hundred yards
into the environs of Lens, but the bis
push in Flanders is at a standstill. Intenseartillery and aerial fighting, however.indicate that the allies once more
will resume their drives when they
consider the time auspicious.
There have been a few minor actions

along the Macedonian front, but these
fail as yet to indicate the entente purDoseof soon ushering in an offensive
such as the world has been looking for
for many months.

UNCLE SAM'S NAVY NEEDS
MORE RADIO OPERATORS

Good Positions and Salary Await
Those Who Desire to Enterthe Service.

Radio operators are needed for the
naval communication service.
In view of the additional responsibilities,

imposed upon the service by the war, qualifiedradio and telegraph operators, professionalor amateur, or men who have a

fair knowledge of electricity and radio
telegraphy and who could soon be qualifiedas operators are wanted. Promising
apprentice seamen and seamen who are

undergoing training at naval training sta-
I lulls IllO o»D" WI"6 6«"5" VJIJIUI miiiij IV

become radio operators.
The radio applicant may enlist in the

regular Navy for four years or enroll in
the Naval Reserve for the period of the
war. If he elects the latter branch he
must volunteer for general service, however,agreeing to go wherever sent.
Radio operators are being trained at two

schools, Mare Island. Cal., and Harvard
University, Cambridge, Mass. Approximately1,500 pupils, men of the regular
service and the reserve, are undergoing
instruction at Harvard, the buildings and
facilities having been put at the disposal
of the Navy by President Lowell.
The course is of four months' durationand embraces military drill as

well as technical and other subjects.
Seamen and apprentice seamen are

given instruction in the rudiments of
radio telegraphy at the naval training
stations at Newport, R. I.; Great Lakes.
111.; San Francisco and Norfolk, and at
the naval camps at Philadelphia,
Charleston, Mare Island, San Diego and
Puget sound. Enlistments in the Navy
ana enrollment in the naval reserve for
radio operators will be accepted at any
naval recruiting station. The monthly
pay for radio men ranges, on the presentwar bula from 911.10 for landsmen
to 071 for chief electriciana
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TWO years ago the fall of R
military importance not tc

pletelv have the conditions
military side changed, it mi

taking Riga the Germans gain a gn
road to Petrograd lies open to the:
rious effort will he made in the pr
siatt capital.
The fall of Riga recalls once more

how complete has been the Russian collapse.Russia Is today, on the military
side, a great, inert mass, against which
the Germans can launch blows at will
and from whom the Germans can win
victories whenever they choose to expendthe men and the munitions necessaryfor such a purpose.

It may he that the revolution will yet
be saved in Russia; it may be that the
Slav state will escape the Scylla and
Charybdis of her present situation.
the threat of anarchy on one side and
the reaction on the other. But, as I

have so often said in these columns, it
is useless to count on Russia for any-

thing on the military side, and it. is

necessary to he prepared for any de-

velopment, whether it be a separate
peace or a total collapse into anarchy]
and impotence.

The Pan-Germanic Dream.

On the larger side, Riga is interesting
because it was an essential detail of
that pan-Germanic dream which has
almost been realized on the map. ff«
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SOLID BLACK SHOWS

one should go back and look at the

nan-German maps, already forgotten,
so rapidly have events moved, on*j

would see that the patriots of that time

had drawn across central Europe new

and striking frontiers and that these

frontiers were based upon certain commercialand ethnographic ideas.
The new Germany.the Mitteleuropa

.was to be bounded on the west by a

line drawn from Belfort to the mouth
of the Somme. Calais and Antwerp
were to be its naval and commercial
ports upon the channel and the North
sea. All the coal districts of Lens and
the valleys of the Sambre and the

Scheldt in France and Belgium were to

be German. The iron districts of the

Lorraine frontier and the Meuse were

to be joined to a German state. Eastwardthe German line was to run from

the Gulf of Riga to the mouth of the/

Dniester river. Riga and Libau were

to be new commercial ports of Germanyupon the Baltic. Poland was to

be erected into a subject state, reserv- {
ing only geographical independence.
Bessarabia was to be taken from Russiaand joined to a Rumania which
Berlin could believe while King Carol
lived would be an ally and not an enemy.Austrian Trieste and Greek Salonikiwere to be German ports upon
the Adriatic and the Aegean. Greece,
Bulgaria, Rumania were to be soldiers,
servants and silent partners. Serbia
was to be destroyed, its territory dividedbetween Bulgaria and AustriaHungary.Turkey was to be the arch
by which German central Europe
crossed the Hellespont into Asia Minor.
The Bagdad railroad, when the war began,was pushing southward under the

Cilician gates by which Alexander the
Great made his great invasion. This
railroad was to be the life line, the

spinal column, of Asiatic empire. Underthe walls of Aleppo the Germans
had planned to erect a railroad station
in which armies should change cars as

their tide of invasion was directed by
the Hedjaz railroad to Suez, or bv the
Bagdad line to Basra at the h*ad of

o-uif and h^vond. in due
course of time, India was to beckon
other German armies of conquest.

Churchill Britain's Alcibiades.
Two years ago, when the attention of

the world was fixed upon the trench
struggle in Artois and Flanders, Britain
was repeating the folly of Athens, and
sending her troops needed in France to

Galllpoll under the urglngs of Winston
Churchill, as the Athenians, seduced by
Alcibiades, sent their ships and troops
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:iga would have been an event of
> be minimized. Today, so comandthe issues of the war on the
ist be regarded as an incident. By
>at harbor, a new naval base. The
m, but it is incredible that any seesrntyear to advance to the Rusto

Syracuse. The world saw little of
the real drift of events and awoke to
find that Germany had erected the
mightiest empire, in extent of territory,
which Europe had seen since the days
of Charlemagne and had endowed it
with the most efficient organization
since the Roman days.
When the campaign of I9ir> was over

Germany had almost completed the
erection of her Mltteleuropa. Her armieswere still within reach of Calais;
Antwerp was hers. Warsaw. l.tbau; her
long-range artillery reached Riga; her
advancing armies had overrun Serbia
and reached the Golden Horn; her Bulgarianally was almost within sight of
the ancient wall of Saloniki and a
British army was going to defeat and
surrender before Bagdad.

Verdun to Have Ended It.
In February. 1916, Germany came west

to make the great Verdun attack, which
was designed to crush the sole remainingforce effectively in the field at the
moment. Could the French army have
been broken Miiteleuropa would have
been a permanent fact, for many
months were to pass before Great Britaincould yet be ready for her work
at the Somme. Mitteleuropa was destroyedat Verdun. Every day since
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has seen the slow ebb of German hope
to preserve that empire which Germanarmies, German statesmen and;
German soldiers had created from the
Baltic to the Garden of Eden, from the
Dwina to the coast of Flanders, facing!
the British Isles.

In 1916 Calais, Riga, Saloniki and
Bastra. the port of Bagdad, were all the
vital details in Mitteleuropa that had
escaped the Germans, and, despite the
cotemporary view, all save. Calais were
within the grasp of Germany whenever
she chose to concentrate the puns and
men necessary to take them. She chose
rather to seek a larger triumph at Verdun.which would have enabled her to
gather in her own time the remaining:
fruits of her great successes.

For the German Public.
The fall of Riga now means merely!

that she has chosen to take one of)
those ports because th^ effort was no

longer great and the prize had a moral
value for a public which had recently
faced disasters in the west and a denial
of the hope of peace. It is necessary
to understand the German spirit when
the nation as a whole went to war to
realize how difficult it is now to bring
home to the masses of the people, and
above all to their leaders, the necessityof abandoning what has been won.
Germany went to war in 1914 believing
that the campaign of 1870 would be repeated;that a short, sharp struggle
would give her possession of the- land
she coveted, the supremacy in Europe
she desired and the foundation for the
attack which should first destroy the
British empire and then enable her to
build a German empire beyond the
seas. The victory was not so swift;
her initial blow was parried at the
Marne. Austria was almost destroyed
in the opening campaign in Galicia;
and yet after a few months of delay incidentto preparation a new German
blow in the east shattered and destroyedRussian military strength and
before the year had ended almost all
the eastern, Balkan, Asiatic purposes
of Germany were realized, and from
that day to this they have endi^red.

Vanishing' of the Dream.
The line of power runs clear and uninterruptedtoday from Berlin to Jerusalemand to the environs of Bagdad.

It is a reality on the map and In the
minds of the German people stUL It is
a reality which grows less psrmansnt
as month follows month of tsrrlble

iMANS
VICTORY,
S COLLAPSE
casualties, of suffering at home, of
losses of Influence and future commercialopportunity abroad. But It is still
the most dazzling dream that any race
dreamed, and it acquires a new. if passing.vitality when Riga, one of the last
elements, is at last brought within the
Mitteleuropa frontier.
The war will have to continue until

the dream is shattered, because a Germanydominating central Europe at the
close of the war will dominate the
world within a quarter of a century
it. would have been shattered already
if Russia had not fallen, mainly
through German intrigue; for It was
the Germans who corrupted the monarchyand led it to the great betrayal
of the Russian armies In 1916 and
191fl; to the sacrifice of Rumania, which
remains the greatest tragedy of th*
war, and. when the monarchy had
fallen, turned to the radicals of the
revolution and transformed the hop*
of a Russian republic into fhe peril of
Russian anarchy and the danger of a
reaction which should return the
Romanoff power, with all that this
means to democracy in the world

The Truth of the Map.
The military significance of Riga Sm

small, because the war must be won
or lost now on the western front, and
every regiment and gun of the Germansdiverted from this critical field
1s a gain for the allies. But on the
moral side it would be folly to mis-
take the value to the German leadera,
who desire still to bring back provincesand power from their war. of a
new success and the attainment of one
of the objectives which were in their
minds when they made their flrat attack.
The greatest weakness in America

at the present time Is the failure to
recognize things as they are In cenitral Europe and eastern Asia. There
is no longer an Austria, a Bulgaria or
a Turkey free to act. Serbia ha*
fallen; Rumania remains but a hopelessfragment; German will is absoluteon the military side in all this
huge empire, in which hare been absorbedso many races and so many
nations. We continue here to talk of
Germany as if it were the Germany
of i«M4. and of Austria. We continue
to think of Europe as divided aa it
was before the present war. And all
this is of infinite service to the Germansand of infinite injury to the
allied cause The truth is the truth of
the map. The fact is the fact that i«
disclosed by an examination of the
atlas. For the firing linea of the centralpowers have come to be the frontiersof Germany. Germany has,
achieved territorially more than pef
cent of all that she hoped to achieve
when she began the war.

Equals Napoleon's Success.
Napoleon at the height of his power

had not a greater success on the map
than Germany ha*. German failure has
been in her inability to destroy Franee
before England prepared for war, and
in her inability to wear out England
and France before the United Stateaba-
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|gan to send its men to the conflict. Tojdaythe war can have but one of two
endings if Germany Is not to dominate
the world. The allies must either win a
decisive battle in the field or they must
eo/itinue to exert and multiply the
pressure upon Germany until hunger,
casualties, economic ruin, finally compelthe masses of the German people to
lay aside the dream of world power
and to consent to the restoration of
Belgium. Serbia and Rumania, as well
as of France. And despite her parliamentarygestures, the real power in
Germany, which is the throne and the
army, has never yet signified its intentionto part with a single portion of
this huge mitteleuropa: not even Belgiumhas been offered back by tho
Hohenzollerns.
Riga should for the American people

serve to emphasize again the actual
situation in Europe, the extent of Germansuccesses and the greatness of the
danger that if German defeat is not
complete we shall emerge from this
war only to begin preparations for a
new war. The real danger now ia tha
sort of peace which will enable Garmanyto recuperate and give her time
to organize her present conquests In
such fashion as to complete her aim.
which is world supremacy.

Pause in Italian Advance.
I had hoped in the present week te;.

discuss the Italian operation in some,
detail, but despite continued local advancesthere has been an unmistakable
slackening, which is the inevitable con-**
comitant of the present sort of warwi
which requires time both for advancing
the heavy artillery and for restoring,
stocks of munitions exhausted by the
bombardments which are tha prelude
to attack. The Italians have not yet
captured Monte Gabriele or Hermada
Hill as I write these lines on September4. These are the next objectives,
and until they fall the Italian advance
will still be held up. Both are positionsessential alike to Austrian denn<lItalian aHvanr*

When they have fallen, and the Italianshave now let foot on both of them,
then thefe will probably be a material
chance In the lines and a considerable
Austrian withdrawal to new lines of
defense, nearer Trieste. The reported
dispatch of two Bavarian divisions to
the laonso front indicates the prewine
gravity of the situation in the minds of

(Costinned en Sixth ftp.)
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